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�.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �D�J�H�Q�G�D�� �L�V�� �H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�K�D�V�H��
shaped by shifting global dynamics and renewed 
opportunities across regional and international markets. 
Amid evolving geopolitical tensions that continue to 
disrupt traditional supply chains, the State Department 
�I�R�U���7�U�D�G�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���¿�U�P�O�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J���H�[�S�R�U�W��
growth, strengthening resilience, and positioning Kenyan 
�H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���W�R���F�R�P�S�H�W�H���H�‡�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���V�W�D�J�H����

�.�H�\�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\��
in agriculture and manufacturing, through market 
�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�U�D�G�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
with the private sector. Engagements with stakeholders 
are geared towards identifying practical solutions to 
logistical bottlenecks hampering high growth markets. 
�7�K�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���D���V�K�L�I�W���I�U�R�P���U�H�O�L�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G���D���E�U�R�D�G�H�U���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G���H�[�S�R�U�W��
portfolio. 

The Government has undertaken to enhance the role of 
Kenya’s diplomatic missions abroad. Trade missions are 
increasingly being leveraged as commercial outposts, 
tasked with promoting Kenyan products, facilitating 
business linkages, and unlocking new trade corridors. 
Kenya is building a more proactive and responsive 
framework for engaging global markets and attracting 

Regina Ombam

Principal Secretary
State Department for Trade

PS Note: strategic investment by strengthening commercial 
diplomacy. 

The forthcoming 4th COMESA–EAC–SADC Tripartite 
Summit on 26th to 28th  May 2026 will presents an 
opportunity for Kenya to showcase leadership in 
advancing regional integration while accelerating the 
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���H�[�S�D�Q�G���L�Q�W�U�D���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q��
trade, reduce trade barriers and promote value addition. 
Deepening regional value chains enhances Kenya’s 
�H�[�S�R�U�W���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���W�R���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G��
and resilient African market. 

Equally important is the Africa Forward Summit, starting 
from 11th to 12th May 2026, which will bring together 
global investors, policymakers and industry leaders to 
�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�L�V��
�V�X�P�P�L�W���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H���.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�V���D��
preferred business and investment hub, while catalyzing 
partnerships that support industrial growth, innovation and 
sustainable development. 

Tourism continues to play a complementary role in this 
�E�U�R�D�G�H�U���W�U�D�G�H���H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�����$�V���D���N�H�\�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H��
earner, the sector is increasingly linked to trade through 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�R�F�D�O��
products. Innovations that simplify transactions for 
international visitors and support small enterprises are 
enhancing the overall business environment and creating 
new opportunities along the tourism value chain. 

The State Department for Trade remains committed 
to fostering an enabling environment that supports 
enterprise growth, strengthens institutional coordination, 
and promotes value addition across sectors.  

The Government is well positioned to navigate global 
uncertainties while advancing a forward-looking trade 
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Kenya – Netherlands  Advance Strategic 
Economic Partnership

�,�Q���D���P�R�Y�H���V�H�W���W�R���U�H�G�H�¿�Q�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�.�H�Q�\�D���D�Q�G���1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�ˆ�F�L�D�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�Z�R��
countries convened at The Hague for the inaugural Joint 
Trade Committee (JTC) meeting. The high-level session, 
co-chaired by Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Investments, 
Trade and Industry, Lee Kinyanjui, and the Dutch Minister 
for Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, Mr. 
Sjoerd Sjoerdsma, signaled a deepening bilateral ties and 
a shared commitment to sustainable industrial growth.

The Cabinet Secretary was accompanied by the Principal 
Secretary for Trade, Regina Ombam and the Kenyan 
Deputy Head of Mission to the Netherlands, Amb. 
Anthony Mayo. The Kenyan delegation presented a 
compelling case for the nation’s “industrialization agenda.” 
�'�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V��
�R�I���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D�J�U�R���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U��
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), green 
energy, water management and the maritime sector. 
�7�K�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�O�V�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��
under the European Union Global Gateway initiative, with 
a view to supporting Kenya’s industrialization agenda and 
promoting sustainable economic growth.

�7�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���R�Q�H���R�I���.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V���N�H�\���H�[�S�R�U�W��
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I��
�W�R�W�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D�V���D���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F��
entry point into the wider EU market. In 2024, Kenya’s 
�H�[�S�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �Y�D�O�X�H�G�� �D�W�� �8�6�'�� ��������
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���G�H�P�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q��
�.�H�Q�\�D�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����&�X�W���À�R�Z�H�U�V���D�Q�G���E�X�G�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���I�R�U��
�R�Y�H�U���8�6�'�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���W�R�W�D�O�����U�H�D�ˆ�U�P�L�Q�J���.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V��

strong position in the global horticulture market.

During the same period, imports from the Netherlands 
stood at USD 347 million, resulting in a trade surplus of 
USD 193 million in favour of Kenya. Beyond horticulture, 
�.�H�Q�\�D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���H�[�S�R�U�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
�L�Q���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�R�X�U�L�V�P�����D�Y�R�F�D�G�R�V�����W�H�D�����D�Q�G���F�R�‡�H�H��
The diplomatic engagements culminated in the Kenya–
Netherlands Business Forum, where CS Kinyanjui and 
PS Ombam met with private sector actors. The forum 
provided a strategic platform for engagement between 
public and private sector actors, aimed at deepening 
bilateral trade relations, attracting investment, and 
strengthening economic cooperation between Kenya 
and the Netherlands.
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Bilateral Talks in Nairobi Boost Kenya – 
India Trade and Business Linkages

The 10th Session of the Kenya–India Joint Trade Committee (JTC) was held in Nairobi, with both countries reiterating 
their commitment to deepen bilateral trade, investment and technical cooperation.

The meeting was co-chaired by the Principal Secretary for Trade, Regina Ombam, and India’s Commerce Secretary, Mr. 
Rajesh Agrawal. The session reviewed progress achieved since the previous engagement and addressed key issues 
�D�‡�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�H���À�R�Z�V�����P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

A key outcome of the meeting was the signing of the JTC Minutes, which formalized the agreed conclusions and set 
out a clear framework for implementation going forward.

�'�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���D���Z�L�G�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�����U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�U�H�D�G�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���.�H�Q�\�D�±�,�Q�G�L�D���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�����7�K�H�V�H��
included agriculture, manufacturing, mining, health, energy, ICT, tourism, education, and trade in services. Both sides 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V�����S�U�R�P�R�W�H���Y�D�O�X�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
improve regulatory alignment to facilitate smoother trade.

�,�Q���W�K�H���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���V�H�F�W�R�U�����G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���S�O�D�F�H�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J��
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures to support compliance and competitiveness. The two delegations also 
�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�L�P���R�I���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�F�U�R�V�V��
supply chains.

�+�H�O�G���L�Q���W�D�Q�G�H�P���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���-�7�&�����D���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���)�R�U�X�P���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�H�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���E�R�W�K���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H��
investment opportunities, strengthen commercial partnerships and deepen business-to-business linkages between 
Kenya and India.

Page 4Page 4
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CS Kinyanjui Urges Diplomats to Drive Global 
Market Access for Local Products

�3�D�J�H�����3�D�J�H����

The Cabinet Secretary for Investments, Trade, and  
Industry Lee Kinyanjui, challenged Kenya’s diplomatic 
corps to transform the nation’s foreign missions into 
�I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H���K�X�E�V���I�R�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�����6�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�R����������
ambassadors and heads of mission at a networking 
dinner organized by the Ministry of Investments, Trade 
and Industry, he urged the Ambassadors to move beyond 
traditional diplomacy and prioritize placing Kenyan 
products on international retail shelves.

“As we observe the global marketplace, we must evaluate 
the visibility of Kenyan products on international shelves. 
�:�K�H�U�H���D���J�D�S���H�[�L�V�W�V�����R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���I�R�F�X�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���R�Q��
establishing the strategic pathways necessary to integrate 
our local industries into those value chains.”

Recent data from Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
������������ �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�V��
�V�X�U�S�D�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���.�6�K�����������W�U�L�O�O�L�R�Q���P�D�U�N�����Z�L�W�K���D���P�R�G�H�V�W������������
increase recorded in the third quarter alone. While tea and 
�K�R�U�W�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�E�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\����
the government is now pushing for more aggressive 
�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

This shift comes at a critical juncture for the Kenyan 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H����
�%�\���O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�L�Q�J���L�W�V���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���D�Q�G���¿�V�F�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V����
Kenya is positioning itself as a stronger player in global 
trade.

The diplomats were also urged to capitalize on a suite of 
favorable but underutilized trade frameworks, seen as key 
�W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���U�D�Z���F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�\���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���W�R���K�L�J�K���Y�D�O�X�H����
branded consumer goods.

Also present were Principal Secretaries Regina Ombam 
(Trade), Roseline Njogu (Diaspora Affairs), Juma 
Mukhwana (Industry), and Director General for Political 
�D�Q�G���'�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���$�‡�D�L�U�V���-�R�V�S�K�D�W���0�D�L�N�D�U�D��

CS Lee Kinyanjui

As we observe the global 
marketplace, we must evaluate 
the visibility of Kenyan products 
on international shelves. Where 
a gap exists, our collective focus 
should be on establishing the 
strategic pathways necessary to 
integrate our local industries into 
those value chains.

“

“
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State Department Leverages Kenya’s 
Diplomatic Missions to Unlock New Export 
Opportunities
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�7�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���7�U�D�G�H���L�V���V�W�H�S�S�L�Q�J���X�S���H�‡�R�U�W�V���W�R��
�O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H���.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�U�R�D�G���W�R���H�[�S�D�Q�G��
�W�U�D�G�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�O�R�F�N���Q�H�Z���H�[�S�R�U�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V����

Principal Secretary for Trade Regina Ombam held 
talks with Consul General Jayne Toroitich of the Kenya 
Embassy in Dubai on strengthening Kenya’s commercial 
diplomacy and trade ties with the United Arab Emirates 
and the wider Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

�7�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���E�R�R�V�W�L�Q�J���.�H�Q�\�D�Q���H�[�S�R�U�W�V����
enhancing the country’s commercial presence in the 
Gulf region and reinforcing the role of commercial 
attachés in promoting Kenya’s products abroad. The 
meeting also reviewed implementation of the Kenya–
UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
���&�(�3�$������ �D�L�P�H�G�� �D�W�� �H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��
cooperation between the two countries.

�,�Q�� �D�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �H�‡�R�U�W�� �W�R�� �E�U�R�D�G�H�Q�� �.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �W�U�D�G�H��
footprint, PS Ombam also held a consultative meeting 
with Kenya’s Ambassador to Cuba, H.E. Evelyne Mwenda 
Karisa. The talks focused on identifying practical avenues 
to deepen bilateral trade and strengthen economic 
cooperation between the two countries.

�%�R�W�K�� �V�L�G�H�V�� �U�H�D�ˆ�U�P�H�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
stronger commercial ties and working collaboratively to 
�X�Q�O�R�F�N���Q�H�Z���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���W�U�D�G�H���À�R�Z�V��
and diversify markets.  

PS Ombam also hosted Kenya’s Ambassador to South 
Korea, Emmy Jerono Kipsoi, for discussions on enhancing 
�E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���W�U�D�G�H�����7�K�H���W�D�O�N�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���R�Q���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���H�[�S�R�U�W��
opportunities, fostering strategic partnerships, and 
improving market access for Kenyan products. Kenya’s 
�H�[�S�R�U�W�V���W�R���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���Z�H�U�H���Y�D�O�X�H�G���D�W���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\��
�8�6�'���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������O�D�U�J�H�O�\���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���W�H�D�����F�R�‡�H�H��
and mineral products, while imports from South Korea 
�H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G���8�6�'�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���X�Q�W�D�S�S�H�G��
potential to grow and rebalance the trade relationship.
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Kenya Ramps Up Preparation for the 4th 
Tripartite Summit

Preparations are underway for the 4th Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa(COMESA),East African 
Community (EAC), and Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) Tripartite Summit, scheduled for 
26–28 May 2026 in Nairobi, Kenya. The gathering is 
�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���7�U�L�S�D�U�W�L�W�H��
Free Trade Area (TFTA). The TFTA brings together 29 
countries from the creating a combined market of over 
���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���D���*�'�3���H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�������������W�U�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
The agreement seeks to enhance intra-African trade 
�E�\���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�D�U�L�‡�V�����K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G��
improving cross-border infrastructure.

PS Regina Ombam, convened a multi-agency meeting to 
assess the country’s preparedness to host the high-level 
summit. The session brought together representatives 
from key ministries, departments and agencies to 
coordinate planning and logistics. PS Ombam urged 
participants to foster cooperation, mutual support, and 
shared accountability to ensure a seamless event.
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26 – 28th May 2026,
Nairobi, Kenya

Theme: Deepening Intra-Africa 
Trade Anchored on Infrastructure 
and Industrial  Development

Tripartite Summit
4th COMESA–EAC–SADC 
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PS Ombam Hosts Business France for High - 
Level Consultations

Principal Secretary for Trade Regina Ombam hosted Stéphane Perchenet, Regional Director of Business France for 
East Africa, to review preparations for the upcoming Africa Forward Summit scheduled for 11–12 May 2026 in Nairobi. 
The meeting highlighted ongoing collaboration between French and Kenyan institutions, with Business France working 
alongside the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Kenya Private Sector Alliance and the Kenya 
Investment Authority to ensure strong local participation.

�7�K�H���V�X�P�P�L�W���F�R�P�H�V���D�P�L�G���V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���W�L�H�V�����5�H�F�H�Q�W���G�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���.�H�Q�\�D���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���%�X�U�H�D�X���R�I���6�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V��
�V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���W�R�W�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���.�H�Q�\�D���D�Q�G���)�U�D�Q�F�H���K�D�V���V�X�U�S�D�V�V�H�G���8�6�'�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\�����,�Q���������������.�H�Q�\�D���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G��
about USD 107 million in goods to France, largely agricultural produce, while imports from France. dominated by 
�S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�V�����P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\���D�Q�G���F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O�V�����H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G���8�6�'�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q����

The forum is set to reinforce Kenya’s position as a leading regional trade and investment hub and provide a platform 
for forging high-impact partnerships aimed at accelerating Africa’s economic transformation.

Page 9Page 9
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The Principal Secretary for Trade, Regina Ombam, led 
the Kenyan delegation to the 7th Session of the Joint 
�7�U�D�G�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����-�7�&�����K�H�O�G���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�����U�H�D�ˆ�U�P�L�Q�J��
the commitment of Kenya and South Africa to deepen 
bilateral trade and economic cooperation.

In her opening remarks, PS Ombam underscored the 
shared resolve of both countries to strengthen economic 
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
within the framework of the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA). She noted that the JTC provides 
a structured platform for reviewing progress in bilateral 

Joint Trade Committee Session Reinforces 
Kenya–South Africa Economic Cooperation

Page 10Page 10

trade relations, addressing emerging challenges, and 
identifying new areas of cooperation to further enhance 
intra-African trade.

A key outcome of the session was the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Kenya 
Bureau of Standards and the South African Bureau of 
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����7�K�H�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q��
collaboration in standards development, quality assurance, 
and conformity assessment, thereby facilitating smoother 
trade and improving product competitiveness between 
the two countries.
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The Principal Secretary for Trade, Regina Ombam, hosted the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt, Hatem 
�<�R�X�V�U�L�� �+�R�V�Q�L���� �I�R�U�� �K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�L�P�H�G�� �D�W�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �W�L�H�V��
between Kenya and Egypt.

The discussions reinforced both countries’ commitment to deepening institutional collaboration, enhancing trade relations 
and fostering a more enabling environment for bilateral trade. Egypt remains one of Kenya’s key trading partners in 
�1�R�U�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�����Z�L�W�K���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���.�H�Q�\�D�Q���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�H�D�����K�R�U�W�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����D�Q�G���U�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�V��
from Egypt largely comprise manufactured goods, chemicals, and industrial inputs.

A central focus of the meeting was Kenya’s preparations to host the 7th Session of the Kenya–Egypt Joint Technical 
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� ���-�7�&������ �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �����Z�±������ �0�D�\�� �������������7�K�H�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �D�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �I�R�U��
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��
engagement.

Both sides emphasized the importance of sustained technical dialogue under the JTC framework in accelerating the 
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����7�K�H���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���U�H�D�ˆ�U�P�H�G���.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J��
that the upcoming session delivers concrete, actionable outcomes that will strengthen bilateral trade and support 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth for both nations.

Kenya–Egypt Bilateral Trade Talks Set for May 
2026 Under JTC Framework
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Craft Silicon Unveils ‘Tourist Tap’ to 
Streamline Payments and Boost Tourism 
Trade

Page12Page12

The State Department for Trade participated in a 
landmark event hosted by Craft Silicon during the 
�R�ˆ�F�L�D�O�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�� �R�I�� �³�7�R�X�U�L�V�W�� �7�D�S���´�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G�� �S�D�\�P�H�Q�W��
platform designed to simplify and streamline tourism-
related transactions in Kenya.

The Cabinet Secretary for Tourism and Wildlife, 
Rebecca Miano, who was the chief guest at the event 
noted that the tourism sector remains one of the key 
drivers of the national economy. She indicated that in 
�������������W�R�X�U�L�V�P���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���6�K�����������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
to the economy and supported about 1.6 million jobs 
across the country.

�7�K�H�� �³�7�R�X�U�L�V�W���7�D�S�´�� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q��
�.�H�Q�\�D�¶�V�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�� �E�\�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �D�� �X�Q�L�¿�H�G����
�V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
for international visitors. It is also aimed at improving 
�H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �W�U�D�Q�V�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
within the sector.

Speaking at the launch, the Principal Secretary for 
Trade, Regina Ombam, commended the initiative, 
�Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�U�R�D�G�H�Q�V��
economic participation across the tourism value chain. 
�6�K�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P���R�‡�H�U�V���I�D�V�W���D�Q�G���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W��
�S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\��
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W���V�P�D�O�O���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K��
international visitors.

PS Ombam further described the solution as a game 
changer, highlighting its potential to address longstanding 
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �D�Q�G��
cross-border transactions in both trade and tourism.

The Government of Kenya reiterated its commitment 
to supporting such innovations through the creation of 
an enabling environment that fosters business growth, 
scalability, and competitiveness. The “Tourist Tap” 
�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �L�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�� �H�D�V�H�� �R�I��
doing business within the tourism and trade sectors, 
while positioning Kenya as a regional hub for modern, 
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V��
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Med-Expo Africa 2026 Positions 
Pharmaceutical Sector as a Key Pillar of Trade 

Kenya’s healthcare sector took center stage at the 26th 
MED-EXPO AFRICA 2026 held in Nairobi, highlighting 
its critical role in human development and its growing 
contribution to economic growth.

In opening remarks delivered by Secretary 
Administration Patrick Mukuria, on behalf of Principal 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �I�R�U�� �7�U�D�G�H�� �5�H�J�L�Q�D�� �2�P�E�D�P�� �U�H�D�ˆ�U�P�H�G�� �W�K�H��
government’s commitment to strengthening Kenya’s 
pharmaceutical value chain as part of its broader trade 
�D�J�H�Q�G�D���� �6�K�H�� �Q�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �H�‡�R�U�W�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �I�R�F�X�V�H�G��
on enhancing value addition in essential medicines 
and health products, improving regulatory and quality 
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���O�R�F�D�O�O�\��
manufactured pharmaceuticals across regional and 
continental markets.

PS Ombam emphasized that these initiatives are 
aligned with Kenya’s ambition to transition from a 
largely consumer market to a competitive producer 
�D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D����
She also stressed the importance of public-private 
partnerships, calling on investors and industry players 
�W�R�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�O�O�� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O��
value chain.

In his remarks, Chief Guest Ouma Oluga, Principal 
Secretary for the State Department for Medical Services, 
highlighted the critical role of trade and technology in 
transforming healthcare delivery. He stressed the need 
to attract greater investment into local pharmaceutical 

manufacturing to drive job creation and strengthen 
Kenya’s health systems.

�'�U�����2�O�X�J�D���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���.�H�Q�\�D���R�‡�H�U�V���D���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���H�Q�W�U�\���S�R�L�Q�W��
to the wider African market, positioning the country as 
a key hub for healthcare innovation and regional trade.



April Newsletter, 2026

Kenya–US Trade Partnership Opens $60 
Billion Retail Opportunity for Local Exporters
�.�H�Q�\�D�Q�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �Q�R�Z�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �������� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �8�6�� �0�D�U�N�H�W�� �R�I�� �I�U�H�V�K�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H���� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G�� �I�R�R�G�V���� �D�Q�G�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
merchandise through a new partnership forged between the Government and the World Trade Center. 

Through the Kenyan Embassy in Washington, Kenya is driving an initiative to facilitate the entry of locally produced 
goods and foods into the US retail system, coordinated and distributed by Giant Food (Ahold Delhaize USA). 

�7�K�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���.�H�Q�\�D�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���8�6���P�D�U�N�H�W���Z�L�W�K���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I����������
�V�W�R�U�H�V�����P�D�L�Q�O�\���K�L�J�K���W�U�D�ˆ�F���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���I�X�H�O���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�L�W�K���D���W�R�W�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���R�I���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V�����,�Q���W�R�W�D�O����
�W�K�L�V���L�V���D�����������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\����

�7�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���I�U�R�P���$�K�R�O�G���'�H�O�K�D�L�]�H���8�6�$�¶�V���R�P�Q�L�F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O���P�R�G�H�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�U�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���E�R�D�U�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���U�H�W�D�L�O��
capabilities by integrating physical shops with robust e-commerce and home delivery services.
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WRSC Moves to Support Cashew Farming 
with Market Access and Financing Support
The Warehouse Receipt System Council (WRSC) is taking practical steps to make the Warehouse Receipt System 
(WRS) work for cashew farmers. This follows the National Cashew Conference 2026, held under the theme “Revive 
and Thrive: Unleashing Kenya’s Cashew Potential.”

�7�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�L�P�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���I�D�U�P�H�U�V���D�F�F�H�V�V���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���P�D�U�N�H�W�V���D�Q�G���D�‡�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�O�H���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���S�R�V�W���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���O�R�V�V�H�V����
�$�F�W�L�Q�J���&�K�L�H�I���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���2�ˆ�F�H�U���0�V�����/�X�F�\���.�R�P�H�Q���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���:�5�6���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���L�W���H�D�V�L�H�U���I�R�U���I�D�U�P�H�U�V���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�G�X�F�H��
�W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���F�U�H�G�L�W�����U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���I�D�L�U�H�U���S�U�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�D�O�H�V���P�R�U�H���H�‡�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��

�6�K�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���H�‡�R�U�W�V���D�O�L�J�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���%�R�W�W�R�P���8�S���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���7�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���$�J�H�Q�G�D���D�Q�G���D�U�H��
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���U�H�D�O�����P�H�D�V�X�U�D�E�O�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���I�D�U�P�H�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�K�H�Z���Y�D�O�X�H���F�K�D�L�Q��

In the coming months, WRSC will roll out cashew standards, conduct farmer sensitization programs, certify warehouses, 
and strengthen the Central Registry to better connect farmers to both local and international markets.

�3�D�J�H�����3�D�J�H����
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KNTC Rice Mop-Up Exercise Strengthens 
Farmer Incomes and Market Stability in 
Kisumu
The Kenya National Trading Corporation (KNTC) has continued its engagement with rice farmers and cooperatives in 
�$�K�H�U�R�����.�L�V�X�P�X���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���U�L�F�H���P�R�S���X�S���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H��

Farmers participating in the programme have reported positive outcomes, including improved access to a reliable 
�P�D�U�N�H�W���� �I�D�L�U�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�� �S�U�L�F�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �W�L�P�H�O�\�� �S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�\�� �Q�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�� �K�D�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �U�H�G�X�F�H�G��
�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �P�L�G�G�O�H�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H�G�� �S�R�V�W���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�� �O�R�V�V�H�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J�� �J�U�H�D�W�H�U�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
quality enhancement.

The Chairperson of Pul Ber Rice Farmers Cooperative, Mr. David Ndhine, underscored the initiative’s role in 
strengthening farmer organization and enhancing collective bargaining, contributing to the growth of the local rice 
value chain and improved community livelihoods.

�7�K�H�V�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���$�K�H�U�R���U�H�D�ˆ�U�P���.�1�7�&�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���I�D�U�P�H�U�V�����V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J���U�L�F�H���P�D�U�N�H�W�V�����D�Q�G��
advancing national food security objectives.
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